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     WE WILL QUIT IAS COACHING  
IF ANYONE DISPROVES OUR CLAIM.  

ESSAY 2015 REFLECTION 
 

 
MAINS 2015 REFLECTION OF OUR QUESTIONS 

Our test Questions reflected in UPSC MAINS 2015 
The GENERAL STUDIES questions highlighted here are directly from our test series for MAINS 2015.  
Apart from these almost majority of other questions were covered either in Class notes or class assignments. 
With respect to OPTIONALS 100% Coverage was given in our Coaching. 

UPSC GS MAINS QUESTION 

Critically examine whether growing population is the 

cause of poverty OR poverty is the mains cause of 

population increase in India. 

 

 

Our Test QUESTION 

Our Test: No: 4: - Q.NO.14 - What is 

Empowerment line?. How is this different from 

Poverty Line?. What are the key priorities for 

empowering Indians according to a recent report 

titled “From Poverty to Empowerment” released by 

McKinsey Global Institute (MGI)?. 

Our Test: No: 2: - Q.NO.14 - Poverty in India is 

created, it does not occur naturally. Explain. 

 

Discuss the positive and negative effects of 

globalization on women in India? 

 

Our Test: No: 4: - Q.NO.21 - What is the impact of 

Globalization on Women in India?. 

Our Essay Test Questions - 2015 

Test: No: 2 - Qn. no. 1 (Sec B) The best way to 

understand the character of Indian society is to 

examine the character of our leaders. 

Test: No: 3 - Qn. no. 3 (Sec B) In the end it all 

comes down to leadership.  

UPSC MAINS Essay Question - 2015 

Qn. no. 3 (Sec A) Character of an institution is reflected 

in its leader. 

Test: No: 2 - Qn. no. 3 (Sec A) Educational 

institutions are meant to prepare students for 

lucrative careers. 

EXPECTED ESSAYS BOOK - Topic. No. 5 

Value Based Education. 

UPSC MAINS Essay Question - 2015 

Qn. no. 4 (Sec A) Education without values, as useful as it 

is, seems rather to make a man more clever devil. 



 

                                                 FEEL THE PULSE OF UPSC            CrackingIAS.com       

 

Call: us: 09884554654                                                           IAS Express – a monthly current affairs booklet 
Political Science, Sociology, General Studies, Essay & CSAT  2 

 

Examine critically the recent changes in the rule 

governing foreign funding of NGOs under the 

Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Act (FCRA), 

1976. 

 

Our Test: No: 6: - Q.NO.5 - Foreign-funded NGOs 

pose a serious threat to national security in India. 

Comment. 

 

Public health system has limitation in providing 

universal health coverage. Do you think that private 

sector can help in bridging the gap? What other viable 

alternatives do you suggest? 

 

Our Test: No: 6: - Q.NO.7 - Improving government 

health services are simple compared to running an 

insurance-based system. Place your assessment on the 

same. 

Our Test: No: 6: - Q.NO.12 - State the principles 

that have guided the formulation of UHC in India. 

What is the role of private health insurance (PHI) in 

financing UHC in India?. 

 

Though there have been several different estimates of 

poverty in India, all indicate reduction in poverty over 

time. Do you agree. Critically examine with reference 

to urban and rural poverty indicators. 

 

Our Test: No: 4: - Q.NO.14 - Should the focus of 

policy making should shift to relative poverty as 

against absolute poverty?. 

Our Test: No: 6: - Q.NO.15 - What are the criteria 

mentioned in Rangrajan committee report in 

determination of BPL?. 

 

Examine critically the recent changes in the rule 

governing foreign funding of NGOs under the 

Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Act (FCRA), 

1976. 

 

Our Test: No: 6: - Q.NO.5 - Foreign-funded NGOs 

pose a serious threat to national security in India. 

Comment. 

 

Increasing interest of India in Africa has its pro and 

cons. Critically Examine. 

 

Our Test: No: 7: - Q.NO.15 - The India-Africa 

Relationship is a win-win situation for both. Explain. 

 

The concept of cooperative federalism has been 

increasingly emphasised in recent years. Highlight the 

drawbacks in the existing structure and extent to 

which cooperative federalism would answer the 

shortcomings. 

Our Test: No: 8: - Q.NO.16 & 17 - Niti Aayog gives 

a thumbs-up to cooperative federalism. Do you 

agree?. Place your arguments in comparison with the 

erstwhile Planning Commission. 

Place an estimate on asymmetries present in Indian 

Federalism. 
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Religious indoctrination via social media has resulted 

in Indian youth joining the ISIS. What is ISIS and its 

mission? How can ISIS be dangerous to the internal 

security of our country. 

Our Test: No: 7: - Q.NO.5 - Explore the way 

forward for India in the scenario of Rise of ISIS 

threat. 

Considering the threats cyberspace poses for the 

country, India needs a “Digital Armed Forces” to 

prevent crimes. Critically evaluate the National Cyber 

Security Policy, 2013 outlining the challenges 

perceived in its effective implementation. 

 

Our Test: No: 11: - Q.NO.4 - Comprehend the 

salient features & shortcomings of National Cyber 

Security Policy. 

There is a clear acknowledgement that Special 

Economic Zones (SEZs) are a tool of industrial 

development, manufacturing and exports. 

Recognizing this potential, the whole instrumentality 

of SEZs requires augmentation. Discuss the issue 

plaguing the success of SEZs with respect to taxation, 

governing laws and administration. 

 

Our Test: No: 12: - Q.NO.8 - Have SEZs in India 

failed?. 

Human right activists constantly highlight the fact 

that the Armed forces (Special Powers) Act, 1958 

(AFSPA) is a draconian act leading to cases of human 

right abuses by security forces. What sections of 

AFSPA are opposed by the activists? Critically 

evaluate the requirement with reference to the view 

held by Apex Court. 

Our Class Test: No: 2: - Q.NO.6 - In what aspects 

AFSPA is violative of the Indian Constitution 

according to its opponents?. Do you favor the repeal 

of AFSPA?. 

“A mere compliance with law is not enough, the 

public servants also have to have a well-developed 

sensibility to ethical issues for effective discharge of 

duties” Do you agree? Explain with the help of two 

examples where (i) an act is ethically right, but not 

legally and (ii) an act is legally right, but not 

ethically. 

 

Our Test: No: 15: - Q.NO.9 - Ethics and legality are 

not synonymous. Comment. 

At the international level, bilateral relations between Our Test: No: 15: - Q.NO.5 -  (a) The international 
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most nations are governed on the policy of promoting 

one’s own national interest without any regard for the 

interest of other nations. This lead to conflicts and 

tension between the nations. How can ethical 

consideration help resolve such tensions? Discuss 

with specific examples.  

sphere is a space where “anarchy” prevails and there 

are no rules. Comment. 

(b) National advantages are the drivers of the space of 

international ethics. Comment. 

Our Test:No:16: - Q.NO.5 -  In his recent book, 

World Order, Henry Kissinger refers to the ancient 

Indian treatise, the Arthashastra, as a work that lays 

out the requirements of power, which is the 

“dominant reality” in ethics of international politics. 

Explain. 

 

Public servants are likely to confront with the issues 

of “Conflict of Interest”. What do you understand by 

the term “Conflict of Interest” and how does it 

manifest in the decision making by public servants? If 

faced with the conflict of interest situation how would 

you resolve it? Explain with the help of examples. 

Our Test: No: 15: - Q.NO.6 - What is meant by 

"Ethical decision-making"?. How will you make a 

decision when "conflict of interest situation" arise?. 

UPSC REFLECTS OUR QUESTIONS IN PRELIMS 2015 
 

UPSC 2015  - GS PRELIMS OUR PRELIMS 2015 TEST QUESTIONS - Many questions 

based on our Tests in PRELIMS & MAINS 

‘Beijing Declaration and Platform for  

 Action’, often seen in the news, is (a) 

(b) (c) women’s empowerment (d) 

  

TEST :N0:8. QN.NO.31 

With which of the following “The Mexico Plan of Action 

(1975), the Nairobi Forward Looking Strategies (1985), 

the Beijing Declaration as well as the Platform for Action 

(1995)” are linked primarily to  

(a) Women Empowerment  (b) (c) (d) 

In India, in which one of the following 

types of forests is teak a dominant tree 

species? (a) Tropical moist deciduous 

forest (b) (c) (d) 

TEST NUMBER 10. Q.NO.45. 

Which of the following is/are true?. 

(a) Not all tropical forests are rainforests.  

(b) Most of the forests in which Teak trees grow are of deciduous 

type (c) Both (a) & (b) (d) Neither (a) nor (b) 

Which one the following is associated 

with the issue of control and phasing 

out of the use of ozone-depleting 

TEST NUMBER 7. Q.NO.8. 

Which is/are incorrect? (a) The Montreal Protocol came into 

force in 1987. (b) The Montreal Protocol restricted the use of 
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substances?. (a) (b) Montreal 

Protocol (c) (d) 

ozone-depleting substances. (c) Both (a) and (b) (d) Neither (a) nor 

(b) 

The terms ‘Agreement on 

Agriculture’, ‘Agreement on the 

Application of Sanitary and 

Phytosanitary Measures’ and ‘Peace 

Clause’ appear in the news frequently 

in the context of the affairs of the    (a) 

(b) (c) WTO (d) 

TEST NUMBER 8. Q.NO.37. 

Consider the following statements. 

1. Amber box subsidies encourage excessive production. 

2. WTO wants to limit the amber box subsidies. 

3. Bali summit enacted a “peace clause” for the Agreement on 

agriculture (AoA). 

(a) 1 is true. (b) 1, 2 and 3 are true.  

(c) 2 and 3 are true. (d) 1 and 3 are true. 

Kalamkari painting refers to 

(a) a hand-painted cotton textile in South 

India (b) (c) (d) 

  

TEST NUMBER 11. Q.NO.109. 

Consider the following statements about Kalamkari painting. 

(i) Vegetable dyes are used for colour. (ii) This is mainly 

related to decorating temple interiors with painted cloth 

panels, which was developed under the patronage of 

Vijayanagar rulers. Which of the above is / are true?. (a)  Only 

(i) (b)  Only (ii)  (c)  Both (i) and (ii)  (d)  Neither (i) nor (ii) 

 
 

 


